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evident; but as there are always plenty of people to see that
patients are not stinted-doctors, visitors, patients themselves-
the nurses are usually the chief sufferers from the limited finances
of a hospital. If the hospitals would reduce the number of their
out-patients they would perhaps be able to employ a sufficient
number of efficient nurses, decently fed, lodged, and cared for.-I
am, etc., A LATE HOUSE-SURGEON.

THE CORONER'S COURT.
SiX,-The word "coroner" has too much of kingcraft in it to be

agreeable to the children of men who threw off their allegiance to
the Crown, and they have invented a scheme for doing by two or
three hands some part of the work which is done in England by a
single officer.
You describe well what is wanted: "That in all cases of death

from violence, whether accidental or not, the exact cause of death
should be ascertained by public inquiry." You do not tell your
readers how it is to be done when the attendant practitioner does
not give the coroner information which would enable him to form
an opinion whether a jury ought to be summoned for the inquiry,
and when the system of registration allows some single symptom,
arising in the last hours of life, to be certified as the one cause of
death, and to be registered as the cause, without asking any
questions.
That many inquests now held by the coroner might be con-

ducted by him without a jury was brought publicly to the notice
of the Secretary of State between six and seven years ago. It may
be double that number of years yet before such a change in our
established system is allowed to become law.-I am, etc.,

A COnONn.

THE DISCUSSION ON HYPNOTISM.
Sia,-Dr. Kingsbury represented me as having at Birmingham

stated that I "would prefer a man to remain a drunkard than be
cured by means of hypnotism." After I showed in your columns
that he had erroneously attributed this utterance to me, he now
attempts, by inference, to honour me with the parentage of the
preference in question.

I must decline to enter into any discussion, my sole object in
this correspondence being to secure an accurate statement of fact.
With this view I must disavow that "total opposition to the in-
vestigation of hypnotism" which he now declares was my original
position. 1 stand where I have always stood-one who has ever
exercised the right, which all men possess, of free and indepen-
dent research, of free and independent thought on hypnotism as
on every other thing under the sun. I confess that it never
occurred to me that any human being could possibly have
imagined that I was inimical to the scientific study of hypnotism
-the genuineness of the phenomena of which I verified nearly a
quarter of a century ago-or of anything else. The more rightly
conducted the investigation the better.-I am, etc.,
GroVe Road, Regent's Park, N.W. NORMAN KnRR.

CERVICAL ADENITIS.
Snr,-In reading over the account of the Section of Laryngologyand Rhinology I observe a paper by Dr. Bronner on the Pharyn-

geal Tonsil and so-called Relaxed Throat. Had I been present I
intended bringing before the Section in connection with the sub-
ject of the pharyngeal tonsil an observation as to the etiology of
cervical adenitis.
At the March meeting of the Northumberland and Durham

Medical Society I endeavoured to show that in the vast majority
of cases of disease of the lymphatic glands of the neck the only
cause that was obviously present was the existence of disease of
the pharynx-tonsil, that in no case that I have examined of such
condition (cervical adenitis) was a diseased condition of this tonsil
absent. I also drew attention to the fact that evidence of the
activity of diseased conditions of this tonsil in producing acute
inflammatory states of the cervical glands were frequently ob-
served if looked for, and that corroborative evidence of this rela-
tionship was confirmed by the treatment of the former condition
immediately alleviating the state of the acutely inflamed and
enlarged glands. I have besides tested the truth of this by re-
moving the glands by incision, but leaving the adenoids un-
touched. In such cases, periodically, inflammatory engorgement
of the tissues in the neighbourhood from which the glands were
removed has taken place. I look upon this relationship as one of
the greatest complications of pharynx-tonsil.

The situation of this growth is highly suitable for bacterial
injection and propagation, which once effected runs riot throughout
the lymphatic system of the head and neck, and probably extends
to a dangerous extent into the thorax. All the other conditions
supposed effective in inducing lymphatic disease in these localities
were carefully eliminated in the observation.-I am, etc.,

Newcastle-on-Tyne. WM. ROBERTSON.

NAVAL AND MILITARY MEDICAL SERVICES.
A MANCHESTER VOLUNTEER BEARER COMPANY.

SURGRON BAREFOOT, of the Army Medical Staff, stationed at
Ashton-under-Lyne, inspected on September 11th, at Manchester,
a company of about forty members of the 2nd Volunteer Battalion
Manchester Regiment, which for the past three months has been
under the instructions in stretcher-bearer duties of Dr. G. H.
Darwin, surgeon-commandant. When the regiment met at Lytham
this year there was no organised bearer company, nor a single
stretcher or stretcher detachment, in the corps. Thanks to the
initiative of Dr. Darwin and the ready co-operation and
assistance of Colonel Bridgford, C.B., this want has now been sup-
plied, Dr. Darwin having personally borne nearly the whole
of the expense. The corps is fully equipped in every respect.
After the bearer drill there was an individual examination in
ambulance work, and the men were complimented on their know-
ledge of the work.

" NON-COMBATANTS."
A MUMORIAL has recently been erected opposite the military hos-
pital at St. Petersburg to the surgeons and others connected with
the medical department of the Russian army who died during the
last Russo-Turkish war in Asia Minor. The memorial is in the
form of a square-shaped obelisk, on the sides of which are in-
scribed in bronze letters, on black metal plates, the names of 58
surgeons, 130 assistants, and 10 apothecaries. In the face of such
a death-roll among those who, according to the theories of our
own military authorities, might be supposed to be exempt from
the risks of war, a prudent man would probably prefer to take
his chance as a "combatant."

CHANGES OF STATION.
TH following changes of station among the officers of the Medical
Staff of the Army have been officially notified as having taken
place during the past month:

From To.
8urgeon-Major G. Andrew, M.B ... Portland ... ... Madras.,, J. Ring, M.D ....... Malta ... ... Belfast.
Surgeon C. B. Hill ... ... ... Portsmouth ... Bombay.

,, T. Dorman, M.D. ... ... Dublin ... ... Home District.
T.H. Parke ... ... ... Egypt ... ...

G. W. Brazier-Creagh ... Navan ... ... Dublin.,, R. Kirkpatrick, M.B ... Lanark Muir ... Glasgow.,, A. Baird, M.B. ... ... Glasgow ... ... Devonport.
,, G. M. H. Colman, M.B ... Cupar ... ... Chatham.
,, J. Riordan, M.B. ... ... Cahir ... ... Cork.
,, H. J. Wyatt ...... ... Athlone ... ... Dublin.
,, S. G. Allen ... ... ... Belfast ... ... Belturbet.,,W. H. Horrocks, M.B. ... Aldershot... ... Bengal.
,, B. H. Scott, M.D. ... ... Brecon ... ... Bombay.,,. S. Spong ... ... ... Chatham ... ... EgyptianArmy., G. T. Rawnsley ... ... Shorncliffe ... Barbadoes.
, C.W. Reilly ... ... ... Warwick ... ... Salford.
,, V. H. W. Davoren ... ... Schull ... ... Cork.

A. L. Borradaile, M.B. ... Aldershot... ... Bengal., R. H. Smyth, M.B. ... ... Chatham ... ... Hong Kong.
Surgeons F. Smith (who is appointed from March 30th last), A. E. Smithson,M.B., P. H. Whiston. G. S. M'Loughlin, M.B., H. J. Parry. M.B., W. W. O.

Beveridge, M.B., R. W. H. Jackson, M.B., R. J.W. Mawhinny, G. A. T. Bray,
B. Forde, M.B., and J. D. Ferguson. who date from July 29th last. and whose
appointmentwas announced in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of August 23rd,
are all for the present stationed at Aldershot.

THE NAVY.
THE following appointments have been made at the Admiralty: E. G. SWAN,
Surgeon, to the Pembroke, September 18th; S, *EAYO, Staff-Surgeon, to the
Brizon, September 28th; G. ALLEN and R. BAb, Surgeon, to the Vivid, for
Royal Naval Barracks, September 15th.

MEDICAL STAFF.
DEPUTY SURGEON-GENERAL S. B. RoE, M.B.; C.B., having completed a tour of
foreign service in the Madras command, is directed to proceed to England.
Suigeon W. H. P. LEwIs, who has been serving with the Egyptian Army

since July 6th, 1886, and consequently seconded, is restored to the establish-
ment from September 4th.


